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a Sketch op the faith op the church op jesus christ of 

LATTER DA V SAINTS PARTICULARLY FOR THOSE WHO ARE UN- 
ACQUAINTED WITH OUR PRINCIPLES. 

* First, we believe iu God the Eternal Father, and in his Son, Jesus Christ, and in thf 
Holy Ghost, who bears record of them, the same throughout all ages and forever. 

We believe that all mankind by the transgression of their first parents, and not by their 
own sins wore brought under the cur-e and penalty of that transgression, which consigned 
them to an eternal °baab*liiuent from the presence of God, and their bodies to an endiea. 
rieep in r.hodusi, never more to rise, and their spirits to endless misery und^r the power of 
Satun : and that, in this awful condition, they were utterly lost and fallen, and had no power 
of their oWn to extricate themselves therefrom. . 

We believe, tliat through the suflVrings, death and atonement of Jo:«is Christ, all mans 
kind, without oue exception, are to In 1 completely and fully redeemed, both body and spirit 
from the emile « bauLiunoul and curse 10 which they were consigned, by Adam s trans- 
gression, and that this universal salvation and redemption of the whole human family from 
the endless penalty of the original siu, is effected, without any coudit.ons whatsoever on 
their part ; that is, 'that they are not required to believe, or repent, or be baptised, or do any 
thing else, iriNmier to be redeemed, from that penalty ; for whether they believe or disbe- 
lieve? whether they repent or remu.u iuipenituat, whether they are baptised or unbapiiued, 
whether they keep the commandments or break them, whether they are righteous or un- 
righteous, it Will make uo difference in relation to their redemption, both soul and body, 
from the penally of Adams transgression. The most righteous man that ever lived on the 
earth, and the hum! w eked wretch of the whole human family, were both placed under tha 
same curse, without auy tramgrossion or agency of their own, and they both, alike, will be 
redeemed from that curse. Without any agency or conditions on their part. Paul says, Rom. 
v. 28, “Therefore, as by the offence of one, judgment came upon ALL men to condem- 
nation - even so, by the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon ALL men uulo the jus- 
tification of iitof This is the reason that the spirits of ALL men arc restored to their bo- 
dies. This is th* reavju iliit ALL meu are redeemed from their first banishment, and re- 
stored into tlie uresonco of God, and this is the reason that the Saviour said, John xii. 32 
“If I be lifted lip from the earth T will draw ALL men unto me.” After this full, complct. 
and umv.Tr.d redemption, restoration and salvation of the whole of Adam's race, through 
the atonement of Jesus Christ, without faith, repentance, baptism or any other works, the?. 
ALL and cv-sry one of them, w.ll enjoy eternal life aud happiness, never more to be banish- 
ed from the presence of God, IF they them, elves have committed no sin : for tho penalty of 
the original s n cm have no more power over them at all, for Jesus hath destroyed its pow- 
er-broken the bauds of-tlie first death -obtained the victory over the grave,— delivered all 
its captives, and restored them from th*ir first banisliraent into tho presence of his Father, 
honce eternal life thep will bo theirs, IF they themselves are not found transgressors of seine 
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\Vo believe that all mankind, in their infant state are incapable i of knowing good and evil, 
and of obeying or disobeying a law and Lhat, therefore there is no law given to them, and 
that whor# I her* is no law, there is no transgression ; hence they are inuoceut, and it they 
should all die iu their infant stole, they would eujoy eternal life, not being transgressors thern- 
aelves, neither uccoiiutubie for Adam's sin. 

We believe that ail mankind, in consequence of the full, after they grow up from their in- 
fant stale, and come to the years of understanding, know good aud evil, and are capable of 
obeying an l disobeying a law. and that a law is giv-n against doing evil, and that the penalty 
aftixedls a se-.ond banishment from the priMcuce of G id. both body and spirit, AFTER they 
have been redeemed from the FIRST banishmeut and restored into his presence. 

We believe tliu! the penalty of this second lav.- cuu have no effect upon persons who have 
not hod the privilege, in this life, of becoming acquainted therewith ; for although the light 
that is in them teadiee them good and evil, yet that light docs nui teach them the law against 
doin’ evil, nor the penalty thereof- Aud although they have done tilings worthy of many 
stripes, yet the law connot be brought to boar against them, and its penalty he indicted, ba- 
oause they can plead ignorance thereof- Therefore they will be judged, not by tho revealed 
law which they have been ignorant of, but by the law of their conscience, the penalty thereof 

being a lew stripes. , A , . 

We believe that all who have done evil, having a knowledge of the law, or afterwards, in 
this life, coming to the knowledge thereof, are under its penally, which is not inflicted in thijt 
world, but in the world to come. Therefore, such, in tliis world, are prisoners, shut up under 
iUio sentence of the law, awaiting, with awful fear, for the time of judgment, when the penalty 
Hhall be inflicted, consigning them to a second banishment from the presence of their Redeem- 
er, who had redeemed them from the penalty cf the FIRST law. But, enquires tUesinupr, 
i 0 there no way for my escape I Is my case hopeless ? Can I not devise some way by winch 


Yoi 1. 


THE VOICE OF TRUTH. 


; • **«■!. 


I can extricate myself from the penalty of this SECOND law, and escape the SECOND 
banishment? The answer is, if thou canst hide thyself from the all-searching eye of an Om- 
nipresent God, that he shall not find thee, or if thou canst prevail with him to deny justice its 
nlaim, or if thou canst clothe thyself with power, and contend with the Almighty, and prevent 
him from executing the sentence of the law, th-n thou canst escape. If thou canst cause re- 
penteuce, or baptism in water, or any of thiue own works, to atone for the least of thy trans- 
gressions, then thou canst deliver thyself from the awful penally that awaits thee. 'l5.it, he 
assured, O sinner, that thou canst not devise any w..y of thine own’ to escape, nor do any thing 
that will atone for thy sins. Therefore, thv case is hopeless, unless God hath devised pome wuy 
for thy deliverance ; but do not let despair seize upon thee ; for though thou art under the sen- 
tence of u broken luw, and hast no power to atonp for thy nits, and redeem thyself therefrom, 
yet there is hope in thy case; for he who gave the law, bus devised u way for thy deliver- 
ance That same Jesus, who hath atoned for the original sin, and will redeem nil mankind 
from the penalty : hereof, hath also atoned for thy sins, and offereth salvation and deliverance 
to thee, on certain conditions to be complied with on thy part. 

We believe that the tiist condition to be complied with on the part of sinners, is, to believe 
in God, and in the sufferings and death of his -Son Jesus Christ, to atone for the sins of the. 
whole world, and in bis resurrection and ascension on high, to appear in the presence of his 
Father, to make intercessions for the children of men, und in the Holy Ghost, which is given 
to all who obey the gospel. 

That the second condit on is, to repent, that is, all who believe, according to the first con- 
dition, are required to come humbly before God, and confess their sins with a broken heart and 
contrite spirit, and turn away from them, and ceusc from all their evil deed* and make restitu- 
tion to all whom they have in any way injured, as fur as it is in their power. 

That the third condition is, to be baptised by immersion iii water, in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, for remission of sins ; ami that this ordinance is to he administered by 
one who is called and authorized of Jesus Christ to baptize, or otherwise it is iilegal, and of no 
advantage, und not accepted by him und that it is to be administered only to tiiose persons, 
who behove und repent, according to the two preceding conditions. 

And that the fourth condition is, to receive the laying on of hnndsjn the name of Jesus Christ, 
lor the gift of the Holy Ghost ; and that this ordinance is to be. administered by the apostles, or 
elder8,\vhom the Lord Jesus hath called ar.tl authorised to lay on hands, otherU’irc It in of no ad- 
vantage, being illegal in the sight of God ; utul that it is to administered only to those pore^js 
who believe, repent, und are baptized into litis church, according to the three" preceding condi- 
tions. These are the first conditions of the gospel. All who comply with them receive for- 

f iveness of sins, und arc made partakers of the lloly Ghost. Through these conditions, they 
ecoine the adopted sons und daughters of God. Throngli this process, they are born again, 
first of water, and then of the spirt, and become children of the kingdom heirs of God - 
saints of the most High the church of the first-born tlm elect people, und heirs to a celest ial 
inheritance, eternal in the presence of God. After complying with those principles, their 
names are enrolled in the book ol the numos of the righteous. 

They arc then required to be humble, to be meek and lowly in heart, to Watch and pray, to 
deal justly ; and inasmuch as they have the riches of this world, to feed the hungry, mid clothe 
the naked, according to the dictates of w sdom and prudence ; to comfort the afflict- d, to hind 
Up the broken-hearted, and to do ail the good that is in their power ; and besides all these 
things they urc required to meet together as often as circumstances will admit, and partake of 
bread und wine, in remembrance of the broken body, and shed blood of the Lurd J-.-.-us ; ami, 
in short, to continue faithful to the end, in all tho duties enjoined upon them by the i$ord and 
spirit of Christ. 

“ It is the duty and privilege of the saints thus organized upon the everla lh:g gospel, to be- 
lieve in and enjoy, all tho gifts, powers, and blessings which flow from the Holy t-pint. Such, 
for instance, as the gifts of revelutiou, prophecy, visions, the ministry of angels, healing tho 
lick by the laying ou of hands in the mime of Jesus, tho working of miracles, and, in short, 
all the gifts as mentic/h«d in .Scripture, ur as enjoyed by the ancient saints.’' We believe that 
inspired apostles and prophets, together w th all the officers as mentioned in the new Testa- 
ment, are accessary to be in the church in these days. 

Wo believe that there has been a general and awful apostucy from the religion of the New 
Te3lameul, so that all the known world have been left for centuries rithout the Church of 
Christ among them ; without a priesthood authorized of God to administer ordinances ; that" 
avery one of tho churches has pe.-v-.rteU the gospel; some in oneway, and some in another. 
For instance, almost every church has done uway “ immersion for remission of sins.” 
Those few who have practised it for remission of sins, have done away tin- ordinance of tho 
" laying on of hands,” upoa baptized believers for the gift of the Holy Glioet. Again, the few 
who have practised this last ordinance, have perverted the first, or have done away the an- 
cient gifts, powers, and blessings, which flow from the Holy Spirit, or have said 10 inspired 
apostles and prophets, we have no need of you in the body in these days. Those few, again,— 
who have believed in and contended for the miraculous gifts and power* of the Holy Spirit, 
have perverted the ordinances, or done them away. Thus all the churches preach false doc- 
trines and pervert the gospel, and instead of having authority from God to administer iu/ordi- . 
qonces, they are under the curse of God for perverting it. Paul says. Gal. a. 8, ‘-Though 
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We, or an angel from Heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be acursed.” 

We believe that there are a few sincere, honest, and humble persons, who are atrivng to do 
according to the best of their understanding ; but, in many respects they err in doctrine, be- 
cause of false teachers and the precepts of meu, and thut they will receive the fulness of the 
gospel with gladness, as soon as they hoar it. 

The gospel in the “ Book of Mormon,” is the same as that in the New Testament, and is re- 
vealad in great plainness, so that no one that reads it can misunderstand its principles. It has 
been revealed by the angel, to be p eached as a witness to all nations, first to the Gentiles, and 
then to the Jews, then comotu the downfall of Babylon. Thus fulfilling the vision of John, 
which he beheld" on the Ld« of Patinos, Rev. xiv, 6, 7, 8, “ And 1 saw,” says John, “ another 
angel fly in the mid-d of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell Ou the earth, and every uat on, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying, with a loud 
voice. Fear God, and give glory to him, for the h,>ur of h s judgment is come ; and worship him 
thut m i l' heaven, au i earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. And there followed 
another ang'-l, saying Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made ail nation* 
drink o." the win o. the wrath of herfo.n cat, on.” 

Many reve at;on- and prophecies have been given to this church since its- rise, which have 
been printed uni sen forth to tin- world. They also contain the gospel in great plainness, and' 
instructions of ijiunitiiiuip..r:a.icc to Ute saints. They also unfold the great events Ibat a- 
wait this generation ; the terrible* judgment to be poured forth upon the wicked, and the bless- 
ings an I gior.i s to b ; given to the rl jbteous. W <■ bwlievo that God will continue to give reve- 
lations by visions bv tiv mini, try o. ange.s, an:l by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, unti l the 
saints are g.iid d into al. tru h, that is, until (hey come in jnissession of ali the liuth there is in 
existence, an-' ar< mud - perfect in kuowhd.e. So long, therefore, as they arc ignbruntof 
any tiling pas*,pre. ent, or to com i, so long wc believe they will enjoy the gift of rcievulion. 
And when in their immortal and perfect state w .en they enjoy the measure of the stature 
of the ftiTm- s o, Chri- 1 ” when tiny are made pera-ct in one, and become 1 ke the r Saviour, 
then they will be in posses Aon of all knowledge, w sJom, and iuleil gi nce : then ail things will 
. be the ra, wf ether p neipalitles or power-, thrones or dominions; and, iu short, then they will 
be filled w'dli a:! the falae-'S of God. And what more can they learn ? What more can they 
know ? Whai mor can they enjoy ? T.ien they will no longer need revelation. 

Wr believe tha. who eve. the p op!- enjoy the religion oi tiie New Testament, there they 
Yenjoy vision «. revc-aiions, tho m n. tryof angels, &.c. And that wherever these blessings 
'cease to be cl joyed, t! ere they also cease to enjoy the r-Tgion of the New Testament. 

Wc belie V' that God has ra sed op this church, in order b:> prepare a people lor his second 
■coming in the clouds of heaven, in power and great gory; and that then the saints who are 
asleep iu thdr gruv- < will bj raised, and reign with him on earth a thousand years. 

We believe that th nations are fast ripening in wh k dae-ss, an ! that judgments, fear- 
ful, and terrib!:*. speedily awiit them. For the signs o, th * limes c early betoken a gener- 
al and universal couvuis'oo. The ripening of the harvest the decay of vegetables tbo 
withering loaves, neve, indicated more dearly the approaching winter, than the s'gns of Uie 
times betoken upprouch : ng judgment. The awful apostucy of the Christian world -the 
great corruptions that pervade all governments, and tiie alarming w.ckodness of the pres- 
ent genern'ipn. have cn raved Universal Judgment, Ruin, and Overthrow upon all the king- 
doms of this world. A dreadful storm is gathering in every region, and will ere long, break 
forth wUhl.uonce'vab" fury upon this guilty generation. Already the fearful tempest be- 

f ins to rag-. Ttie c.d;n repo e of ages i disturbed. Ancient and powerful monarchies w'bich 
ave stood the test of centuries, mim«vad an l una-tered, are now fast crumbling to ruin. 
Kingdoms are In terrihit common ion div.de J among themselves, and each distracted With in- 
ternal broils, disorder, and cun iu.; on. Toe fountains of the nations seem to be broken up. 
The whole frame work o govornmen: is loosened and torn asunder. Every nation is alarmed 
and in consternation. Fern-mi forbi dings have seizen upon Politicians and Statesman. Kings 
and Rulers. A!i arc perplexed with dreacLul anxieties, looking after these things which are 
coming on the eurfh- 

In the midstof all these commot : '>n5, just as every government seems to he on the very eve 
of crumbling to pieces, and just as ■ thick e'oud of judgment seems to hang frightfully over all 
nations, ready to burst with aw Vi. fury upon I heir guilty heads— a voice of mercy is heard. 
An angel is sent fort from the edema worlds; Truth springs forth from the earth clothed with 
her native simplicity and beauty. Messengers are called of God, and sent forth with a pro- 
clamation to all people, requiring them to repent and obey the same. A way of safety for tire 
mock of the earth is clearly point- d on:. Tiie kingdom of God is re-organizr d upon tiie eart h 
which alone will stand secure and triumphant in the midst of the dissolution of all earthly 
governments. 

Thus, dear reader, we have laid before you a brief narrative of some of the most important 
tilings transpiring in this g- notation things most firmly believed by -the church of Jenna 
Christ of Latter L)ay Sabin, - things which have already b en embraced by ninny tins of 
thousands inour cWru native country. Thousands also among othe/ nat'ous are rejoichig iu 
these tidings, having refteiv-d this message with gladness. Never were mankind visile J with 
a more important message than the one whioh has now- sal a led th.- cars of uiorUki. i. * 
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message that deeply concerns all people, aad calls for their most candid and sincere investi- 
gation. It ia t a message from the great Jehovah committed into the hands of mortals by holy 
angels sent forth from hie presence. It is a message that will speedily penetrate the darkest 
•oraers of the earth, and enter into the palaces of Kings, while proud and haughty monarch* 
•hall tremble at its power, ft is a message which unveils the secrets of futurity, and draw# 
aside the curtains which hide the destinies of all countries and governments. 

By the proclamation of this message, Judah shall be gathered from their long dispersion — 
the tribes of Israel be restored, with power and glory to their own lathis - the remnant of Jo- 
■eph, or the American lud'ans, beootne civilized and enlightened, and the Millennial rcignof 
universal peace and joy be ushered in. . • , 

And we now boar testimony to all, both small and great, (hat the Lord of Hosts hath sent us 
with a m<h»bge of glad tidings-tlie everlasting gospel, to cry repentance to the nations, and pre- 
pare the wav of his second Coming. Therefore, ir/u-nr, O ye notions, both Gentiles and Jew** 
and cease from all your evil deeds, end come forth wi|h broken hearts and contrite spirits, and 
be bajHtgtd in water, in the name of the Father, 8on, and Holy Ghtjst, for remission of sins, 
and yc shall receive the girt of the Holy Spirit by the laying oh of ihehunds of the Apostles, or 
Elders of this church ; and signs shall follow them that believe, and if they continue faithful to 
tiro end they shall bo saved, lint woe unto them who harken not to the message which God 
has now sent, for the dav of vengence andbiirning is at hand, and they shall not erjcnpe 
Therefore, REMEMBER, O reader, and perish not! 


And when it doth their systems rub, 

Proud men become uneasy, 

And call the Master, Ficlzcbub, 

And tdl his servants crazy. 

Thus all, in every age, who live 
Godly, in Clrrist the Saviour ; 

Such base calumny shall receive, 

From those they cannot favour. 

Nor think as they would have them think. 
Nor do, as they are doing, 

And blunder with them on tire brink 
Of everlasting ruin. 

Men still love darkness more than lighb 
Because then deeds are evil. 

And will declare that- wrong isright— 
Though it wore from the devil. 

That midnight, the old carnal mind, 
Remains ns dork us ever ; 

And ujl t lie. blind, thaL lead the blind. 

Fall in Ureditch together. 

Oh ! how they earnestly contend. 

And stili sink in the mite ! 

Their broke i» systems cannot mend 
'Till purified by fire. 

COLUMBIAN BARD. 

Now- York, March 2d, 1838. 


The Lnttor Day Sainla, hold meetings at the tisuul hours on Sunday utvPhilodelphhb 
•t the Hull over Marshall Inslitute, 3d street, above Willow. 4 ;• 

New- fork, at Marion Temperance Hall, 163 Cunal street. 

Brooklyn, at the Log Cabin, in Fulton street. 

Boston, u.t Suffolk Hall, opposite Boylstou Market • . 

THE PROPHET, devoted to the dissemination of troth, moral, religious, political, 
and scientific -is published at one dollar per your, ut No. 7 Spruce street. New- York, 
where may be found a iarge assortment of books, and pamphlets, illustrative of the Faith 
and doctrine of the Church’ of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 

O' This Tract, wifi) a variety of ethers, can be had in any quantity at No. 7 Sjnno# 
street Ncw-York, at 40 cents per hundred, or 4 dollars per thousand. 
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Adieu to honour, wealth and fame ; 

And evory Worldly pleasure: 

I bid farewell to my good name. 

For to obey my duviour. 

I covet not that high esteem 
To which I did aspire : 

My Saviour’s love shall be my theme, 

I care for nothing higher. 

Yes, if I could advance his praise. 

By works ofniy performing. 

Among tin* Saints of latter days, 
i would bo called a “ Mormon.” 

Although they commonly tire call’d 
A poor deluded people : 

Their prophets, priests, and teachers, all 
Oflkeourings of the rabble. 

And were not nil the saints of old 
Derided, by opposere 

Of light, and truth which did unfold, 
From Adam, down to Mosos 1 

Yes, all the holy prophets were 
With Christ, and his Apostles, 

Accounted us these il Mormons” are, 
False prophets and impostors. 

But truth is strong, and will prevail, 
For it proceeds from Heaven, 

It always did, and ever shall. 

By inspiration given. 


